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“Loving God, Loving People”

September 20, 2022

Last week, as I began to read the book The Cure, which is the subject of our new Tuesday night Book
Study, the first chapter set up the comparison between the “Room of Good Intentions” and the
“Room of Grace”. As I understood it, the jest of this chapter was that as believers, we should stop
trying so hard to please God with our good works or intentions and, instead, allow God’s grace to transform us, at
God’s pace, into the likeness of Christ. The key thought here may be “at God’s pace”. If you are like me, then
you tend to want to rush the learning process, but God is not always in the same hurry as us. Instead, God is
willing to invest the time necessary to prepare us for an eternity in His presence. This is probably an
oversimplification of the authors’ message, but it is my initial take away. Ever since I read that first chapter, the
Lord has been impressing upon me the need to go back to 2014, my first Summer here at First Cumberland, and
revisit the sermon series on grace that I preached at that time. Truthfully, I have been resisting this impression for
nearly a week now, thinking that no one wants to hear it again, but last Sunday morning it dawned on me that
many folks who currently attend First Cumberland were not here eight years ago, so they have never heard it
before. Then, perhaps just to help me work on my humility, God seemed to saying to me, “And what makes you
think anyone would remember what you preached about last month much less eight years ago?” With that said, I
am now surrendering to God’s impression; beginning this coming Sunday, September 25th, we will begin
revisiting the sermon series, “Good News about Grace”. Over the next ten weeks, we will again explore the
topics of Saving Grace; Guilt and Grace; Sustaining Grace; Healing Grace; Liberating Grace; Offering Grace to
Others; Restoring Grace; Transforming Grace; Growing in Grace; and Grace Happens Here. It is my desire that
all of us are present each week to hear these sermons in person, but if something keeps you away on any given
Sunday, our entire Worship Service is available on Facebook Live and can be accessed through our website,
www.first-cumberland.org, as early as the same Sunday afternoon.
In last Sunday’s sermon, “Lessons from Ground Zero”, I told a well-known story about Horatio Spafford, the
author of the beloved hymn, “It Is Well with my Soul”. I want to include this story about trusting God even in the
most dire of circumstances in this newsletter for those who were not present last Sunday. “In 1861, Horatio
Spafford married Anna Lawson. By 1871, they had one son and four daughters, but in that year, their son died.
Two years later, the family set out for a vacation in England. They went to New York to catch their ship, but a
last-minute hitch with a business deal saw Horatio return to Chicago, intending to later join his family in England.
Early on the morning of November 22, 1873, the ship carrying Horatio’s family collided with another ship and
sank in just twelve minutes. More than two-hundred of the three-hundred passengers and crew aboard were
killed, including all four of Horatio’s daughters; his wife, Anna, survived. Horatio caught the next ship bound for
England. The captain of that ship told him when they were passing the site where his family’s ship went down. It
was there, at his own personal ground zero, that Horatio Spafford wrote the words to what has become one of our
most beloved hymns: ‘When peace like a river attendeth my way. When sorrows like sea billows roll; Whatever
my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, “It is well, it is well with my soul.”’ [It Is Well with My Soul]” As I said in
the sermon, “God’s goodness can be trusted and experienced, even when we do not understand the pain we are
undergoing.”
Learning the unforced rhythms of grace,

Pastor Mike
New Book Study
It is not too late to join us for our new book study on The Cure; we have both a women’s group and a men’s
group. The meetings are on Tuesday evenings, at 6:30 p.m., for the next seven weeks. The book is available from
Rick or Rebecca Prenshaw for a cost of $15.00. If you are unable to attend the study, you might still enjoy
reading the book.

Small Group Bible Study and Fellowship
The next meeting of our Small Group Bible Study and Fellowship will be Sunday, October 18th, at 5:00 p.m., at
the home of Ray and Lauren McDonnell, 6318 Cate Road; Knoxville TN 37849. Dinner and childcare will be
provided. RSVP to Mary Wegman at 865-363-6815.

Church Website
Our church website (www.first-cumberland.org) includes a secure “Donate” tab. Donations can now be
designated to one of four options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; 3) Youth; or 4) Memorial.
There is a small transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of covering
that fee when making a gift to the church.
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Happy Birthday

Prayer List

September 20th – 26th

In the Hospital

25th - Brack Emory

Our Faithfulness for September 18th
Sunday School
Worship Service
Offering
Online Giving
Building Reimbursement

28
70
$2,780.00
$1,000.00
$430.00
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Calendar for September 20th – 26th
Tuesday:
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 11:00 a.m.
6:30 a.m.
Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
12:00 noon

Book Study
Friendship Club
Choir Practice
Sunday School
Choir Rehearsal
Worship Service
Session Meeting

(See our website for complete calendar listings)

Among Our People
Judy Powell, mother of J eannine Richar ds, is now undergoing weekly radiation treatments. ~ Laura Paschke
continues to recover from her recent surgery. ~ Rebecca
Wilkinson will have a CT Scan this Thur sday, September 22nd; hopefully, this test will show why she is consistently having sever migraine headaches.

Friendship Club
The Friendship Club will gather for a Dutch-treat lunch
this Wednesday, September 21st, at O’Charley’s Restaurant & Bar (8077 Kingston Pike, acr oss fr om Downtown West), at 11:00 a.m. These social gatherings are for
anyone who wishes to attend; feel free to invite someone
to join you.

Friendship Club, P.M. Edition
The Friendship Club, P.M. Edition will gather for a Dutchtreat dinner Thursday, October 6th, at the Famous Dave’s
Bar-B-Que (208 Advantage Place in the Cedar Bluff
area), at 6:30 p.m. These social gatherings are for anyone
who wishes to attend; feel free to invite someone to join
you. A signup sheet is on the bulletin board near the
Church Office.

Session Meeting

No one connected to First Cumberland
is known to be in the hospital at this time.

Prayer Concerns List
Margaret Bacon (friend of Pastor Mike and Joanna
Wilkinson); William Barron (father of Lee Barron); Dick
Booher; Angela Bowen (daughter-in-law of Elaine
Winter); Eleanor Bradshaw (sister-in-law of Dianne
Fielder); Faye Bridges (mother of Phil Bridges); Cooper
Browning (cousin of Hannah Haddox and Amanda
Roberts); Joyce Cardwell (friend of Jewel Stallions); Sarah
Dameron (friend of Amanda Roberts); Jimmie Lynn
DeLozier (mother of Tom DeLozier); Rue Dougherty;
Danny Eblen; Scott Elick (husband of a coworker of
Amanda Roberts); Mike Fannin (brother of Judy
Gwilliams); Doris Farley (mother of a friend of Rose
Wilkinson); Judy Gammon; June Givens (mother of Crissy
Collins); Helen Hayes (cousin of Jin Gaston); Rodney
Holloman (pastor-friend of Pastor Mike); Kimberly Jones
(friend of Amanda Roberts); Janet Kee (friend of Dianne
Fielder); Bob Lawson (pastor-friend of Pastor Mike);
Barbara and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; Ruth
McNabb (mother of Tammy Eblen); Angela Mooneyhan
(friend of Rose Wilkinson); Amy Beth Davidson Morgan;
Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia Emory); Laura Paschke;
Judy Powell (mother of Jeanine Rickards); Lori Roark
(sister of Kim McCurry); Eric Robinson (grandson-in-law
of Maxine Curtis); Sarah Saxton and unborn baby boy;
Michael Schwartz (friend of Susan Edwards); Donna
Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John Snoderly,
Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney Snoderly (greatniece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions (sister-in-law of
Jewel Stallions); Millard and Janet Summers (parents of
Steve Summers); Margie Thompson (sister-in-law of
Shelia Emory); Geri Vurganov (cousin of Rose
Wilkinson); Christine Wade (daughter of a friend of
Dianne Fielder); Susan Watson; Lee Wells (mother of a
co-worker of Susan Edwards); Rebecca Wilkinson; Rose
Wilkinson; Tom Witmer; Mildred Zimmerman (friend of
Judy Gwilliams); our search for a Children’s Ministry
Director;
Cumberland
Presbyterian
missionaries;
persecuted Christians around the world; our local, state,
and national political leaders; the people of Ukraine;
Unspoken Requests
Please keep the Church Office informed of any
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List.

Our Session will meet in the Keene Room this coming
Sunday, September 25th, immediately following our Wor- “For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in
steadfast love to all who call on you. Give ear, O Lord,
ship Service.
to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. In the day
of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me.”
Scripture for the Week
“Happy are those who reject the advice of evil people, [Psalm 86:5-7, NRSV]
who do not follow the example of sinners or join those
who have no use for God. Instead, they find joy in obeyChurch Office Hours
ing the Law of the Lord, and they study it day and night.”
Mondays—Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
[Psalm 1:1-2, Good News Tr anslation]
Fridays from 8:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.

