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Weekly Newsletter                      “Loving God, Loving People”                      June 28, 2022 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one  

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God. 

Other than being exhausted, Joanna and I, as well as Rebecca and Rick Prenshaw, had a great time in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, last week.  As expected, I was elected as the Moderator of the 191st 
General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  Dianne Pipkin reported this news via 

email last week and noted that breaking with tradition, I would actually moderate next year’s business session.  
That was accurate at the time of Dianne’s email; however, circumstances quickly changed and I actually 
moderated this year’s General Assembly.  In addition to moderating our annual denominational business meeting, 
as the Moderator of the global (twenty countries) Cumberland Presbyterian Church, over the coming year, I will 
represent the General Assembly at numerous presbytery meetings around the world; I will also attend all 
denominational board and agency meetings, and may even travel to some of our new mission fields.  On a 
personal level, it will be a busy and exciting year.  I do not yet have a schedule for my travels and will do my best 
to minimize being away on Sundays, I am grateful that Rev. Rebecca Prenshaw has graciously agreed to fill the 
pulpit in my necessary absences. 
 As you know, Jeannine Rickards’ time as our Church Manager is quickly drawing to a close.  We have been 
extremely blessed to have her working for the good of the church the last thirty-months.  She will be sorely 
missed by each of us as she moves back to Alabama to be near her family.  It is never easy when a beloved family 
member moves away, but none of this caught God by surprise; He had a plan.  On that note, I want to formally 
introduce you to our new Office Manager, Miranda Scott.  Miranda began training under Jeannine last week and 
will continue to do so this week.  She and three (Jace, Ryder, and Gabriel) of her four sons have been to church 
the last two Sundays; her fourth son (Mason) is visiting his dad during the Summer.  Miranda’s husband, Richie, 
is in the Army.  He is currently in training in Texas, but should be with us this coming Sunday.  Shortly afterward, 
he will deploy to Europe, but should be back home permanently in September.  I am fully confident that you will 
welcome Miranda and her whole family into the Family we call First Cumberland.  In closing, I want to thank our 
Session and Human Resources Committee for how they handled this quick and unexpected search for our new 
Office Manager. 
                Learning the unforced rhythms of grace, 

                Pastor Mike 

 

Special Guests 
It was great having Miranda, Jace, Ryder, and Gabriel Scott (our  new Office Manager  and sons); Abbie 
Stutts (granddaughter  of Sam and Karen Ware); and Leonette Ware (sister  of Sam Ware); all worshiping 
with us last Sunday. 
 

Thank You 
I just want to thank you all for the cards and the gift.  The words you expressed on the cards and after the service 
on Sunday I so appreciate.  I have loved working at the church and getting to know you.  From the beginning, you 
all have welcomed me and encouraged me.  I will remember your kindness with much fondness.  First 
Cumberland’s people will always hold a special place in my heart. 
 Much love, Jeannine 

 

Cumberland Presbyterian Women’s Ministry 
 The Lois Witmer Circle of our women’s ministry will meet in the Keene Room on Tuesday, July 5th, at 11:00 

a.m.  As usual, ladies need to bring their own lunch; drinks and dessert will be provided.  All the ladies of the 
church are both invited and encouraged to attend. 

 We will be collecting school supplies again for the children in Appalachia through the month of August.  
There will be a box in the Narthex for these supplies. Thank you for assisting in this ministry. 

 

Small Group Bible Study and Fellowship 
The next meeting of our Small Group Bible Study and Fellowship will be Sunday, July 24th, at 5:00 p.m., at the 
home of Doug and Mary Wegman, 9016 Candlewood Drive.  Dinner and childcare will be provided.  RSVP to 
Mary at 865-363-6815. 
 

Church Website 
Our church website (www.first-cumberland.org) includes a secure “Donate” tab.  Donations can now be 
designated to one of four options: 1) Contribution (general church expenses); 2) Music; 3) Youth; or 4) Memorial.  
There is a small transaction fee (2.9% plus $0.30) for all online donations; the giver has the option of covering 
that fee when making a gift to the church. 

 

For the glory of God, Knoxville First Cumberland 
Church exists to worship Christ, evangelize the lost, love one 

another and our neighbor, and learn more about our God.  

http://www.first-cumberland.org
http://www.first-cumberland.org


Prayer List 

In the Hospital 

No one connected to First Cumberland 
is known to be in the hospital at this time. 

 

Prayer Concerns List 

William Barron (father of Lee Barron); Becky Bonds 
(friend of Dianne Fielder); Dick Booher; Jeff and Angela 
Bowen (son and daughter-in-law of Elaine Winter); 
Eleanor Bradshaw (sister-in-law of Dianne Fielder); Faye 
Bridges (mother of Phil Bridges); Cooper Browning 
(cousin of Hannah Haddox and Amanda Roberts); Barbara 
Burgin (friend of Rose Wilkinson); Lorianne Byford 
(friend of Rebecca Wilkinson); Cumberland Presbyterian 
missionaries; Maxine Curtis; Sarah Dameron (friend of 
Amanda Roberts); Jimmie Lynn DeLozier (mother of Tom 
DeLozier); Rue Dougherty; Ely Driver (friend of Dianne 
Fielder); Scott Elick (husband of a coworker of Amanda 
Roberts); Mike Fannin (brother of Judy Gwilliams); Doris 
Farley (mother of a friend of Rose Wilkinson); Grace 
Flory (mother-in-law of Tom Witmer); Judy Gammon; 
John and June Givens (parents of Crissy Collins); Steve 
Graham (pastor-friend of Pastor Mike); Helen Hayes 
(cousin of Jin Gaston); Rodney Holloman (pastor-friend of 
Pastor Mike);  Kimberly Jones (friend of Amanda 
Roberts); Niki Keener (relative of Rose Wilkinson); Joe 
and Van Kemp (relatives of Dianne Fielder); Betty and 
Jack Kennedy (friends of Rose Wilkinson; Leigh Ann 
Kerr (friend of Dianne Fielder); Andrea Knight (friend of 
Dianne Fielder); Bob Lawson (pastor-friend of Pastor 
Mike); Barbara and Gene McCammon; Steve McCurry; 
Ruth McNabb (mother of Tammy Eblen); Amy Beth 
Davidson Morgan; Jackie Morris (cousin of Shelia 
Emory); Michael and Sarah Pass (friends of Rose 
Wilkinson); Judy Powell (mother of Jeanine Rickards); 
Maggie Rickards (daughter of Jeannine Rickards); Lori 
Roark (sister of Kim McCurry); Debbie Rushing (relative 
of Rose Wilkinson); Sarah Saxton and unborn baby; 
Michael Schwartz (friend of Susan Edwards); Donna 
Snoderly (sister-in-law of Betty Hammill); John Snoderly, 
Jr. (nephew of Betty Hammill); Sydney Snoderly (great-
niece of Betty Hammill); Donna Stallions (sister-in-law of 
Jewel Stallions); Millard and Janet Summers (parents of 
Steve Summers); Margie Thompson (sister-in-law of 
Shelia Emory); Geri Vurganov (cousin of Rose 
Wilkinson); Lee Wells (mother of a co-worker of Susan 
Edwards); Rose Wilkinson; Andrea Wilson (daughter of 
Harry Sherrod); Tom Witmer; Mildred Zimmerman 
(friend of Judy Gwilliams); persecuted Christians around 
the world; our local, state, and national political leaders; 
the people of Ukraine; Unspoken Requests 
 

Please keep the Church Office informed of any 
needed changes to our Prayer Concerns List. 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

June 21st – July 4th 

22nd – Kari Vogel 
23rd – Rebecca Prenshaw 

27th – Ryan Haddox 
30th – Zavien Booker 

2nd – Laci Witmer 
3rd – Logan Collins 

 

Our Faithfulness for June 19th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar for June 28th – July 4th 

Wednesday:   6:30 p.m. Choir Practice  
Sunday:    9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
   10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
   10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

(See our website for complete calendar listings) 
 

Among Our People 
Angela Bowen, daughter -in-law of Elaine Winter, is bat-
tling cancer and is not doing well. ~ Maxine Curtis will 
meet with a surgeon to schedule having a pacemaker im-
planted. ~ John Givens, father of Crissy Collins, is still 
undergoing treatments for cancer. ~ Judy Powell, Jeannine 
Rickards’ mother, has been diagnosed with breast cancer 
and will have surgery on July 11th. ~ Rose Wilkinson is 
undergoing medical testing. 
 

Friendship Club, P.M. Edition 
The Friendship Club, P.M. Edition will gather for a Dutch-
treat dinner Thursday, July 7th, at Calhoun’s on the River 
(400 Neyland Drive), at 6:30 p.m.  These social gatherings 
are for anyone who wishes to attend; feel free to invite 
someone to join you.  A signup sheet is on the bulletin 
board near the Church Office. 
 

Friendship Club 
The Friendship Club will gather for a Dutch-treat lunch 
this Wednesday, July 20th, at Sami’s Café (9700 Kingston 
Pike, in Franklin Square), at 11:00 a.m.  These social gath-
erings are for anyone who wishes to attend; feel free to 
invite someone to join you.  A signup sheet is on the bulle-
tin board near the Church Office. 
 

Quote of the Week 
“Prayer is primarily a wartime walkie-talkie for the mis-
sion of the church . . . It is not surprising that prayer mal-
functions when we try to make it a domestic intercom to 
call upstairs for more comforts in the den.”—John Piper 

Sunday School………………….……………………………..…..………..…………   ...…33 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..…..……………67 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..…….………..……$1,715,80 
Music Fund…..…………………………………………………………..…….…$150.00 
 

Our Faithfulness for June 26th 

Sunday School………………….……………………………..…..………..…………   ...…39 
Worship Service………………….………………………..…..………..…..……………77 
Offering………..…………………………….………………..…….………..……$1,933.00 
Kroger Rewards Program…..………………………...…$75.04 
Coke Machine………………………………………………………………... $91.90 

 

 

Church Office Hours 
Mondays—Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

Fridays from 8:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 


